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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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solve, thinking positively will not change that fact. Facts are stubborn things, and simply


believing that we can survive will not make it so.


     Positive mental attitude often amounts to little more than "whistling past the graveyard." Like the young boy walking past the scary graveyard on a dark night, we whistle cheerfully to try to convince ourselves that we're not afraid. But whom are we fooling? All the courageous pretense in the world won't change the truth that this world is doomed, along with all its efforts and accomplishments. Unlike the boy walking past the graveyard, our fears are not imaginary. We have real cause to be afraid.


     We should not, however, think about all of this merely in terms of the human race or even of our own society. These are very personal matters. Apart from God, our own personal collapse is inevitable. If we walk alone, our steps will someday stumble.





Eventually, we will come to say to God, "Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You" (Psalm 73:25). Anything else is doomed to failure. Life is too short, strength too limited,�competition too fierce. The long road wears us out.


(Bernard of Clairvaux)





(Word Point by Gary Henry)





			JP


			





     The Bible is able to speak, as only our Creator can, to these sufferings.  We can gain insight and comfort by studying how Old Testament characters dealt with adversity in their lives.


     Imagine being abandoned and so despised by siblings as to be sold into slavery, as was Joseph.  Or think of the distress that Daniel must have felt being taken as a slave away from his beloved Jerusalem and forced to live in the barbaric and idolatrous nation of Babylon.  Even more well known for enduring adversity is the apostle Paul who lived a lifetime filled with physical pain and hardship and the isolation of imprisonment.


     In looking at these examples, there is a distinguishing quality that each of these men possessed.  They had a perspective on adversity fashioned by their faith in God.  Joseph and Daniel lived their lives with a focus on the Almighty that enabled them to keep their present suffering in perspective and to cope with the seemingly withering circumstances in which they found themselves.  The apostle Paul, too, not only persevered through opposition but also gave us inspired insight into how he was able to do it.


 Consider Romans 8:18 where Paul





Discouragement is often a direct result of ongoing and unrelenting challenges that face us.  His counsel to us is that we do not let discouragement consume us.  


     How could Paul continue to have a positive outlook on his work?  Why was he not brought low by his afflictions? He was able to look beyond the immediate troubles, which confronted him to see the greater goal of eternal life. 


     What we focus on will make a great deal of difference in how we respond to adversity, in whether we see it as overwhelming or our "momentary light afflictions".  Through Paul's example of keeping his sufferings in perspective we can learn to find the strength that comes from focusing on and trusting God.  This will enable us not only to come through our adversity but to experience the strengthening blessings which God brings to us through it, helping us withstand the temptation to become disheartened or bitter.


     At the end of the day one compelling thought remains: suffering will come and we must choose how we are going to respond to it. It is within our power to choose to focus on our problems and become disillusioned, perhaps even separated from God, or to choose to trust God and realize as Moses did in Deuteronomy 31:6:  "Be strong and of good courage … He will never leave you or forsake you."








					





Our Present Suffering


By Steven Huff





It would be the exceptional person indeed that travels very far in life without experiencing some of its less than benevolent offerings.  We may pass through our early years with a naïve disregard for the difficulties we are destined to face.  We may feel immune to adversity.  But with the passing of time, we are invariably confronted head-on with powerful and sometimes protracted situations, the end of which we cannot see.








paints a stark contrast between the suffering being experienced and the glory that would await the faithful.  He does not promise that the problems would go away nor did he even suggest that they might be abbreviated.  What he does say is that there is no comparison between the reward in serving the God of heaven and the suffering being presently endured.  If we can focus on heaven and continue to look at our adversity from this vantage point, then, come what may, we too can prevail through difficult and trying circumstances


     Figuratively speaking, it is not easy to hit a target that you can't clearly see.  Paul was so focused on serving God that he could confidently teach others not to be overwhelmed by their problems but to place those problems in God's hands and invest themselves fully in service to the Lord.


     James helps to keep us "in perspective" when he asks in James 4:14, "What is your life?  It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away."  Our time of adversity is but a vapor in comparison to the eternal blessings we will one day inherit if we do not lose our vision of them.


     In 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, Paul repeats his theme from the beginning 


of the chapter, "we do not lose heart."





Weakness


I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for the wind.  (Ecclesiastes 1:14)  





     It is a bitter truth to accept, but we simply do not have, on our own, what it would take to do what life calls upon us to do. No matter how intelligently and energetically we press onward, we sooner or later find ourselves frustrated, unable to meet life's demands and unable to find the real fulfillment of our desires. Unaided by anything outside of time and space, we discover that despite short-term successes, the long-term verdict is that we've been "grasping for the wind."


     Our culture generally responds to the realities of human weakness by suggesting that we adopt a "positive mental attitude." Our bookstores are stocked with best-selling volumes that, in one way or another, show us how to create a positive "vision" of reality and then live upon the basis of that thinking. And this is wise advice, as far as it goes. There is much value in thinking positively if it motivates us to respond to external reality in more creative ways. But we should not forget that most of reality is independent of our thinking. If we face ultimate problems greater than our human efforts can 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine  Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother.


_____________________________


Congratulations, to Brad and Alex on their 


marriage, we wish them the best as they 


 start their new life together. Remember


them in your prayers 


____________________________


VBS is Only Two Weeks Away


Are you making plans for your children


to attend?





____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Rodee Bruns


Song Leader---Tim Patridge


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


   Asst. 1-----David Holmes


   Asst. 2-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 3-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 4-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 5-----Michael Burke


2nd Prayer----Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Ross Statham


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Ron Wood


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Steve Huff


Song Leader-----Marty Hammond


2nd Prayer------George Wilcox


Read Scripture ---Joey Jackson


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Dion Clark


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Jason Gaston


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


Invitation---David Holmes


Closing Prayer---Zachary Rogers





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














